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Monday December 2, 2005

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SEATTLE -- Showtunes! Theatre Company is proud to announce the second show of our 2005-2006 debut season of Musicals in Concert! at the Kirkland Performance Center: FLORA, THE RED MENACE. The Tony award winning 1965 musical will play two performances only, Saturday January 14 at 8 PM and Sunday January 15 at 2 PM, at KPC.

The 1965 production of FLORA, THE RED MENACE  was the first Broadway collaboration by composer John Kander and lyricist Fred Ebb, who achieved far greater fame the very next season with their score for the acclaimed and innovative CABARET, and went on to razzle dazzle theatre audiences with many fine musicals, particularly the enduringly popular stage and screen smash CHICAGO.  The original book for FLORA, based on Lester Atwell’s novel “Love Is Just Around the Corner”, was written by Broadway giant George Abbott and Robert Russell, but Showtunes! will utilize the book adaptation by David Thompson, which was written for the well-received 1987 off-Broadway revival . Both versions chart the romantic and political misadventures of Flora Meszaros, a young fashion illustrator who faces romantic, career and political challenges with unlimited spirit and optimism, in New York City during the great depression of the 1930’s.  The sprightly and romantic score includes “A Quiet Thing”, “All I Need is One Good Break”, “Dear Love”, and “Sing Happy” among othe Kander & Ebb gems.

FLORA, THE RED MENACE  is directed and choreographed by Scot Charles Anderson, with musical direction by Mark Rabe. The title role of Flora, originated in a Tony award winning turn by Liza Minnelli, will be portrayed by Jessica Skerritt who received acclaim in Re-Act’s production of THE LAST 5 YEARS.  Seattle newcomer Craig Doescher, fresh from Seattle Public Theatre’s  THE SANTALAND DIARIES is Flora’s communist party paramour Harry, and veteran Seattle singer/comedienne Angie Louise, just seen this past October as Dora in Showtunes! production of FIORELLO!  plays the  saucy and politically volatile Comrade Charlotte. Featured in the supporting cast are Eric Ankrim, Charissa Bertels, Ryan Childers, Kristen Hurst, Jason Kappus, and Marcus Wolland. 

Tickets are $24 for Adults and $15 Students/Seniors, and with group rates also available through the Kirkland Performance Center Box Office  at 425-893-9900 or online at www.kpcenter.org. Kirkland Performance Center is located at 350 Kirkland Ave, Kirkland, WA.  More information about Showtunes! Theatre Company is on the web at www.showtunestheatre.org. 

For any additional information regarding, the show, interview opportunities, our season or our organization, please feel free to contact me at (206) 850-4297, or via my e-mail address at kilshq@aol.com. 

