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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Press contact: Mark Chenovick
E-mail: showtunesmt@gmail.com

COME FOLLOW THE BAND TO SHOWTUNES! PRODUCTION OF BARNUM IN CONCERT
SEATTLE, WA — Showtunes! Theatre Company, the Puget Sound arts organization devoted exclusively to mounting book-in-hand, concert stagings of lost, forgotten, and lesser known musicals, brings its 2006-2007 season to a close with the Tony award winning musical Barnum. This vibrant show features a book by Mark Bramble, music by Cy Coleman, and lyrics by Michael Stewart. Barnum plays two performances only at the Kirkland Performance Center (350 Kirkland Ave, Kirkland, WA): Saturday April 14, 2007 at 8 PM and Sunday April 15, 2007 at 2 PM.

 

Barnum is directed by Claudia Zahn, with music direction by Mark Rabe and circus, aerial and musical staging by Bobby Hedglin-Taylor.  The principal cast includes Matt Wolfe as celebrated showman P.T. Barnum, Beth DeVries as his sensible and understanding wife Charity, Jessica Skerritt as the famed Swedish songbird Jenny Lind, Faith Bennett Russell as Joice Heth, Greta Bloor as Tom Thumb, and Evan Woltz as the Ringmaster. Featured in the ensemble are Mark Abel, Doug Fahl, Josh Krupke, Ryan McCage, Natalie Moe, Naomi Morgan, Rachel Permann, and Erin Sprow.  As an added attraction, Showtunes! is excited to be partnering with Seattle’s School of Acrobatics and New Circus Arts. SANCA students will be demonstrating their skills and providing a lively circus atmosphere for the production.

Barnum details P.T. Barnum’s colorful and quirky professional life as an impresario, which climaxed with his teaming with James Bailey to create “the Greatest Show on Earth,” the Barnum and Bailey circus. Behind the scenes, Barnum juggled a long marriage to his understanding wife Charity. But what is a musical without some romantic conflict? “Swedish Nightingale” Jenny Lind is portrayed as the “other woman” in Barnum’s life, though this was largely book writer Bramble’s use of dramatic license. The original Broadway production of Barnum ran a solid 854 performances, and won 1980 Tony Awards for Best Actor in a Musical (Jim Dale as P.T. Barnum), Best Scenic Design and Best Costumes, as well as nominations for Best Musical, Best Score, Best Book, Best Actress in a Musical (Glenn Close), and Best Director. The West End production in London was a hit for Michael Crawford as P.T. Barnum, and was aired as a television special (available on video).
 

 

Tickets are $24 general admission and $15 for students and seniors. For show tickets, group reservations and season tickets, visit the Kirkland Performance Center on-line at www.kpcenter.org or call 425-893-9900. To learn more about Showtunes! Theatre Company visit www.showtunestheatre.org.

Showtunes! Theatre Company extends its gratitude to Barnum Show Sponsor Beth Moursund.

