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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Press Contact: Mark Chenovick
E-mail: showtunesmt@gmail.com
Website: http://www.showtunestheatre.org 

For interview opportunities contact David-Edward Hughes at Showtunes! (206) 850-4297

Showtunes! 2008-2009 Season of premieres at The Kirkland Performance Center

Showtunes Theatre Company! is proud to announce a diverse and delightful trio of musicals have been chosen for our fourth season of Musicals in Concert at Kirkland Performance Center. This season we celebrate the music and lyrics of Charles Strouse and Martin Charnin, Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty, and Jerry Herman. Two of the musicals are receiving their first Puget Sound premiere productions, while the third show, chosen due to popular demand, is being seen for the first time in a newly revised version.

Kicking off the season October 11th & 12th, 2008 is ANNIE WARBUCKS the long-awaited sequel to the international smash hit ANNIE, written by the original creative team of playwright Thomas Meehan, composer Charles Strouse, and lyricist Martin Charnin. All the ingredients that made ANNIE so successful are back once again, with tuneful new songs and an old-fashioned romance thrown in for good measure! The action picks up right where ANNIE left off, when Child Welfare Commissioner Harriet Doyle arrives on the scene to inform Daddy Warbucks he must marry in sixty days so the newly adopted Annie can have a proper mother. Will Daddy Warbucks fall for the mysterious new woman who comes into his life or realize that he has the perfect match right under his nose, in the person of his steadfast secretary Grace Farrell? It all happens, the day after tomorrow, and Showtunes! is proud to announce that the production will also be directed by Martin Charnin, the director of the original New York productions of both ANNIE WARBUCKS and ANNIE. 

The New Year rings in January 24th & 25th, 2009 with A MAN OF NO IMPORTANCE a moving musical first staged at New York’s Lincoln Center in 2003, and receiving its first Northwest production, under the direction of well-known Seattle thespian (and Showtunes! mainstay) Eric Polani Jensen. Based on the cult favorite film starring Albert Finney, it tells the tender story of Alfie Byrne, a bus driver living in 1960s Dublin. A passionate Oscar Wilde fan, Alfie is determined to stage a version of Wilde’s Salome at his church, despite the objections of church authorities. In the process of fighting for the play, Alfie is finally forced to confront his homosexuality and take his place in the world. With a book by Tony winner Terrence McNally (RAGTIME, KISS OF THE SPIDERWOMAN) and exquisite musical score by composer Lynn Ahrens and lyricist Stephen Flaherty (SEUSSICAL, ONCE ON THIS ISLAND and the Tony award winning RAGTIME), A MAN OF NO IMPORTANCE is Showtunes! first leap into producing a 21st century American musical that deals with mature themes.

Our spring concert May 16th & 17th, 2009 is a show frequently mentioned in our patrons wish lists, and we are happy to grant that wish with the tuneful and heart-tugging MACK & MABEL, directed by Showtunes! co-producing artistic director David-Edward Hughes. You’ll be saying “Silents, please!” as we take you back to the era when movies were movies, and silent screen producer/director Mack Sennett ran the show. Mack and his favorite leading lady Mabel Normand played out a bittersweet romance in the midst of his trademark pie in the face, slapstick films with Charlie Chaplin, Fatty Arbuckle and the Keystone Kops. Tony award winning Composer/Lyricist Jerry Herman (MAME, LA CAGE AUX FOLLES and HELLO DOLLY!) claims MACK & MABEL as his personal favorite of his works, and the revised script adapted by Francine Pascal from the original book by her late brother Michael Stewart (42nd STREET, BYE, BYE BIRDIE and HELLO, DOLLY!) only adds luster to the proceedings.

The Kirkland Performance Center is located just 20 minutes away from downtown Seattle in beautiful Kirkland Washington (350 Kirkland Ave 98033.) Ticket prices are $24.00 for adults, $20.00 seniors, and $15.00 students. Tickets may be purchased online at http://www.kpcenter.org. For group or subscription prices, please contact the KPC box-office at (425) 893-9900.  Please visit www.showtunestheatre.org for more information.

